
A Shorter History of St. Joachim’s Church, Hampden Park, Eastbourne. 

Introduction 

In writing this shorter history I am indebted, in particular, to Mike Smitherman, 

Cathy Baldwin and Mary Pooley; current parishioners, for the information they 

have provided both for the years leading up to the construction of this church 

and the first few years of its existence. Published sources of information 

gathered for this effort are, ‘The Story of Our Lady of Ransom, Eastbourne’ by 

the Rev. L. Whatmore; The July 1960 edition of the ‘Southwark Record’; and 

the ‘Eastbourne Herald Chronicle’ dated 14th July 1960. 

I have not given a ‘blow by blow’ account but have provided what I consider 

the salient points in the formation and evolution of St. Joachim’s. Any 

omissions or inaccuracies are mine for which I apologise.  

The Early Years  

Mass in Hampden Park was said infrequently and irregularly during the early 

years of the 20th Century. One occasion when there was Mass on a regular 

basis was at the house ‘St. Austin’s’ occupied by Mrs Connolly and her two 

daughters. Mgr. Cocks said Mass there at 8 a.m. on a monthly basis, an 

arrangement that lasted until the death of Mrs Connolly in 1929.  

Thereafter those Catholics resident in Hampden park who wished to hear Mass 

on a regular basis had options of going to Our Lady of Ransom in Eastbourne, 

or to the original church of St. Gregory’s or to St. George’s church Polegate. 

Then in the early 1950s Mass was performed by Fr. Alex Norton of the 

Southwark Travelling Mission in Hampden Park village hall until 1952 when the 

Eastbourne clergy took over the responsibility for saying Mass there at 10.30 

a.m. each Sunday. Celebrants included Frs. Maxwell, Frost, Kean and 

Fitzimmons. 

It was in 1953 that, following petitions from various sources including Frank 

Busby, the Town Clerk and also a Catholic, permission by the Council was 

granted for the purchase of the house and site at 106 Brodrick Road for the 

purpose of building a Catholic Church. It was purchased that November for the 

sum of £3,632 by Canon Corballis and was paid off by him in January 1958. 

The momentum for the building of this church increased when Father John 

Flanagan was appointed priest to the parish of Hampden Park with Polegate in 

1958. Fr. Flanagan was a scholarly Irish priest born in Portarlington, Ireland in 



1912 and ordained in 1922 in Newry Cathedral. He studied in Rome, gaining a 

doctorate in Canon Law. He was a very determined priest resolved to have a 

Catholic church in Hampden Park.  He took the initiative of purchasing 

‘Marylands’, the house on the corner of Brand Road and Brassey Avenue for 

the sum of £2,700. It was then unoccupied but later became the priest’s 

Presbytery when St. Joachim’s was subsequently built and opened in 1960. 

It was beyond doubt that the new church would be impoverished at its onset 

and it was a very difficult time for Fr. Flanagan and his new parishioners. The 

average offertory collection at the Mass at the village hall was only £1.12.0d. ( 

£1.55  in metric money), not enough to pay for the hire of the Hall, so Fr. 

Flanagan moved the Mass to the house at 106 Brodrick Road where the 

downstairs rooms were knocked into one to accommodate the parishioners for 

Mass. Fr. Flanagan said two Masses each Sunday and the attendance nearly 

doubled to around 70; and the offertory increased to nearly £3. Fr. Flanagan 

slept upstairs in the house at this stage… 

Fr. Flanagan was greatly supported by an equally resolved pool of parishioners 

of significant ability and drive. This pool included Ella and Colin Smitherman 

(Mike’s Mum), Cathy Baldwin, Cora Fox, Nora O’Neill, Mrs. Sinden, Kate Ashby, 

Mr and Mrs .Jane Thorpe (she took catechism and he provided the liturgical 

music), Mrs. Wright, Joy Prebble, Bill & Joyce Lane, Mr &  Mrs Neville, Mr & 

Mrs Rooney, Mr & Mrs Sullivan, Mrs Gates and Mrs Jones. Such was the 

determination that Miss Sarah Morrison gave up her profession as a nurse to 

become Fr. Flanagan’s house keeper. 

With donations from his friends and strenuous efforts at fund raising   

(including Bingo, Fetes and jumble sales) by the members of the parish pool, a 

sum was raised to help build the church at 106 Brodrick Road. A loan from 

Westminster Bank for £22,500 was secured, the ground was broken and the 

Foundation Stone laid on Sunday the 31st of May 1959 by Bishop Cowderoy, it 

being dedicated to St. Joachim. The great uncle of current parishioner and 

catechist, Pauline Rush was one of the architects and Pauline celebrated her 

first communion in the church in the early 1960s. 

The construction of the church was completed at a cost of £20,000 and Bishop 

Cowderoy, of Southwark Diocese, returned on the 15th of May 1960 to formally 

open the church of St. Joachim’s. The new church was regarded then as an 

architectural gem with a number of significant features, which included Welsh 

slate tiles on the back wall of the Altar - symbolic of the darkness over the 



world at Christ’s crucifixion - and the Stations of the Cross carved in wood 

brought from the scene of the Passion  Play in Oberammergau, Bavaria. The 

derelict house at the site was to be used as a committee room until it would be 

demolished and replaced by a car park. More detail on the church is available 

in the publications cited in the introduction. 

The Subsequent Development of St. Joachim’s Church 

Fr. Flanagan remained at St. Joachim’s; living at Marylands until 1965 when the 

parish was split and he moved to St. Georges in Polegate. Another Irish priest; 

Fr. David Kevin Scott - who was ordained in Kilkenny in 1946 - became parish 

priest of St. Joachim’s church in September 1965. 

At this point I think it would be useful to list the parish priests from Fr. 

Flanagan to date: 

Priests serving St. Joachim’s since its opening: 

Fr. John Flanagan; 1960 – 1965 (with assistant priest Fr. David Kennedy) 

Fr. David (Kevin) Scott; October 1965 – October 1973 

Fr. William Bradley; October 1973 – September 1979 

Fr. Jerry Corcoran; September 1979 – December 1984 

Fr. Bill Janes; January 1985 – July 1990 

Fr. John Allen; July 1990 – September 1996 

Fr. Kieran Gardiner; September 1996 – June 2003 

Fr. Barry Anderson; June 2003 – January 2018 

Fr. Neil Chatfield; February 2018 – 

Other clergy include Fr. Thomas Mason who joined the parish in August 2018 

and Deacon Eugene Adams who gained his Diaconate during Fr. Barry’s 

ministry when he was ordained on the 15th. July 2005. 

As I joined the parish in December 1965 I can claim first-hand knowledge of all 

our priests subsequent to Fr. Flanagan, and think I should record something 

about each of them. To do so risks subjectivity and I recognise not all 

parishioners would share all my views. However, what is not in doubt is that 

we have been fortunate in the eclectic range of our priests who all had one 



thing in common: each made a unique contribution to development of the 

spiritual and organic growth of our community. 

Fr. Kevin Scott from Kilkenny was another Irishman and he was the ideal 

successor to the thrust and drive of Fr. Flanagan. He was gentle, calm and 

relaxed, much loved by the children at St. Joachim’s and the parish continued 

to flourish.  

Yet another Irishman, Fr. William Bradley from Derry joined the parish when 

Fr. Kevin departed. Fr. Bradley did much to foster the social life of the parish; 

he was succeeded by yet another Irishman; the jovial Fr. Jerry Corcoran from 

Cork. He was responsible for the new presbytery at 106 Brodrick Road (see 

later), he was a keen racehorse fan and, despite a slight disability, also a keen 

and good golfer. He was well known for his five minute homilies and for 

dubbing those more occasional attenders at Mass as his ‘hardy perennials’! 

When he departed Fr. Bill Janes joined us as parish priest; an ex-Anglican he 

had much overseas experience in the West Indies and the USA. His forte was 

scriptural studies. When he left Fr. John Allen joined the parish and he not only 

fostered the social life of the community but was an expert in the design, 

construction and playing of pipe organs. He installed a fully working pipe organ 

on the Altar at St. Joachim’s which was used until he left. Fr. John was 

succeeded by Fr. Kieran Gardiner; who was passionate both about the musical 

liturgy and social justice - and his views did not always coincide with those of 

Rome. He has a great sense of humour and a fine lyrical Irish tenor voice; we 

were pleased to welcome him back to say Mass recently. He was priest both 

for Hampden Park and Polegate but when the parish was again split he 

departed to Polegate and Fr. Barry Anderson - the priest at Christ the King, and 

also Dean of Eastbourne became our parish priest. Barry was a laid back and 

relaxed man with a great sense of humour. He added geniality to our 

community whilst giving well researched homilies, often finding analogies 

between daily life and the scriptures. Like Fr. Kieran his views didn’t always 

coincide with Rome. When Fr. Barry retired in January 2018 we welcomed Fr. 

Neil Chatfield; a member of the Ordinariate to our parish. He is settling in well 

and is a fine preacher. His scripturally based homilies are the cause of much 

reflection. Deacon Eugene Adams is a great asset to the parish and both a 

great help and foil to the priests. His efforts in relation to many ministries and 

especially the altar servers are without parallel. Moving entirely up to the 

current date we also wish Fr. Thomas Mason a fruitful stay in our Parish. 



 

 

The Congregation 

It would be amiss not to record something about the congregation which is at 

the heart of the church community. The original band of devoted and 

determined Catholics who ensured the existence of a church in Hampden Park 

have set an example to follow. The congregation that has developed is very 

family orientated; with a particular mission to ensure children carry on the 

faith. Thanks to parents and a succession of highly motivated and zealous 

catechists, children are much involved and enthusiastic. Many parishioners are 

involved with the multitudinous number of ministries that have to be carried 

out to ensure the ‘church works’. It is not unusual to find that ministries are 

carried out by more than one family member. A secure financial status is 

needed to maintain the church buildings and keep the activities functioning. It 

is fortunate that a number in the congregation contribute by standing order or 

gift aid envelopes since this not only provides the majority of the income but 

an assured source which is key to good forward planning. Attendance numbers 

have decreased over the years, and with it, to a certain extent, the income. It is 

hoped that the recent appeal for more parishioners who can afford to do so to 

donate by standing order - and to gift aid their donations - will do so and not 

leave it to others. A measure of the reduction in those attending Mass at St. 

Joachim’s is shown by the fact that I have been given a list of those women 

who were members of the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament post 1965 – 

it numbered 76! Recently Mass attendance has been as low as 87. In the last 

30 years St. Joachim’s has been fortunate to have a well organised Finance 

Committee which ensures expenditure is regulated to income and no money 

wasted. In just the last three years church maintenance and improvements 

have cost nearly £50,000.  

Church Maintenance 

Whilst the basic overall structure of the church has not changed significantly 

over the years, a large number of improvements have been made. 

The first notable change occurred during Fr. Jerry’s time. With his initiative the 

derelict house at 106 Brodrick was demolished and a two storey detached new 

house built on its site (literally Jerry built!)  This enabled the priest to live right 

next to the church - with Fr. Jerry being the first occupant. Marylands was then 



occupied by nuns before subsequently being sold and becoming a pre-school 

crèche. Fr. Jerry was also responsible for the Lady Chapel being walled off and 

being repurposed for refreshments. At the time this was not to everyone’s 

approval, but has subsequently provided a much used social and gathering 

area.  

The next major change occurred during Fr. Kieran’s ministry. A particular 

problem with the original design was that the porch could be accessed only by 

a side entrance and that the beam above the internal doors to the church was 

very low. This configuration meant that processing through was difficult, 

especially when coffins were being carried though. So a central entrance was 

made into the porch which included a disabled access ramp. The plastic tiled 

floor was badly in need of renovation and was replaced with Italian terrazzo 

tiling. The walnut bench pews were sold off to St. Andrew’s church and 

replaced with individual moveable chairs. Although not popular with all 

parishioners the purpose was to enable multifunctional use. The altar could 

now also be curtained off and the Altar rails were removed ; enabling that area 

to be used as a stage – albeit a narrow one. The cost of these changes was 

significant, so in the absence of a loan from the Diocese an interest free loan of 

£3,000 was secured by the kind offices of Fr. Tony in the nearby parish of St. 

Wilfrid’s Hailsham. A three year Building Fund was set up to which parishioners 

contributed. The costs were covered and the loan repaid within two years. 

Substantial changes were then affected during Fr. Barry’s long ministry at St. 

Joachim’s. At the time when Fr. Kieran moved house to Polegate, Number 106 

became vacant and the house was then occupied by Sisters of the Order of the 

Infant Jesus. They included Sisters Bernadette, Georgina and Ita; the latter 

became a very influential, popular and integral member of the community. She 

was the last to leave the parish and is much missed as during the time of Frs. 

Kieran and Barry she greatly supported the work of St. Joachim’s church. She 

retired in 2014/5 to the Order in Ireland. The house was then let out through 

the Diocese to Philip Adams and his family, who are still resident today. The 

rental thus provides another significant fund towards the up-keep of the 

church and house. As well as the Finance Committee being responsible for 

maintenance, an independent Quinquennial audit is regularly carried out in 

connection with Diocesan requirements to ensure that the buildings are in a 

condition in keeping with that required to enable insurance to be provided (the 

insurance is sought on a central Diocesan basis).  The findings also help 

establish what needs to be done by way of preventative maintenance.  



As the number of improvements and up-dates has been very high, rather than 

describe them chronologically I think it better to deal with them by system and 

area. 

Heating of the Church 

A new boiler has been installed, whilst the radiators have been replaced by 

more efficient ones and their number increased. The old infra-red heaters in 

the Nave and Tea room have been dispensed with. Recently all the glazing in 

the Nave and on the Altar has been replaced with well chosen double glazing. 

As a result the church will be warmer and, hopefully, the energy bills reduced. 

The Electrical System  

The Church has been completely rewired in the last 10 years and new lighting 

installed throughout. The original connection to the grid, which had become 

non-compliant, has been replaced by one that is.  

The Sound Reproduction System 

This is the one unsatisfactory area of the church that remains unresolved. A 

number of attempts have been made to find a solution, but without success. 

On frequent occasions during Mass the system has to be adjusted to improve 

the situation, but the problem remains – as the parishioners in the back 

quarter can testify. It is possible that the configuration of the church is such 

that it affects the acoustics. I think it requires the expertise of a professional in 

this field to find a solution. It is likely that appropriate and costly microphones 

and speakers will be a solution - and it might be more important for those 

parishioner swishing to hear what is being said rather than be made cosily 

warm. 

The Altar 

As well as double glazing a new carpet has been laid and attractive new 

wooden flower stands, lectern and font have been installed. 

The Sacristy 

Has been renovated with new flooring and a new external door, whilst the 

confessional has been converted into a vestry which also accommodates the 

amplifier. 

 



The Nave 

As well as the improvements mentioned above, the Nave has been 

redecorated. A new stand has been added for Our Lady’s statue, and elegant 

shelves added at the rear of the church. 

Although not part of the maintenance programme, mention must be made of 

the beautiful stained glass window at the back of the Nave. This was installed 

by Jan & Philip Hamlin in memory of their son Joseph; who tragically died just 

days before he was due to start his second year at school. Not only does it 

attract the attention of children, but is a sight to behold from the outside at 

night. 

Kitchen and Tea Room 

This area has new flooring, kitchen furniture, and the tea room has new patio 

doors and has been redecorated. A fire-safe door between the kitchen and the 

tea room has also been fitted. A unisex lavatory and baby room with access for 

the disabled has been installed. The door and access between the tea room 

and Nave have been widened to enable access for the disabled. 

Porch and Meeting Room 

The previous glazing in the porch was deficient and has been replaced by 

double glazing, as have the windows in the Meeting room. Both porch and 

meeting room have been extensively redecorated and the internal doors 

between the Porch and Meeting Room have been removed to create greater 

space and storage. The Meeting room has been newly furnished and centrally 

heated, whilst Stations of the Cross have been added. 

The Car Park and Approach to the Church Entrance 

Whilst the car park has been resurfaced, it is now in need of further attention. 

The height of the walls enclosing the car park have been raised and lockable 

gates installed. 

106 Brodrick Road 

When Sister Ita vacated the house it was in poor condition, its original 

construction was probably not of the highest order. It has now been 

extensively refurbished and double glazing installed throughout. 

 



Garden and Borders 

The border walls have been repaired and fences erected between the garden 

and adjoining properties to prevent illegal access. The garden has been tidied 

and the ramshackle huts removed. The side of the church could do with some 

attention. 

Photographs 

Pictorial records can convey the life of an organisation more strongly than 

words, so a number of photos are shown below. For these I am indebted to our 

sprightly and lucid 96 year old Mrs. Cathy Baldwin; probably our only existing 

parishioner remaining from Fr. Flanagan’s parish pool, and to Stephen Lloyd 

who sourced and compiled a large number of photos of events and 

parishioners involved in the life of St.Joachim’s church at its Golden Jubilee 

some eight years ago. Although only a sample of those available they 

demonstrate the vitality of our community involving first communions, 

confirmations, pilgrimages and social events. These photos also show each of 

the succession of priests who have ministered to our church since its opening 

in May 1960.   

Comment 

Some may regard parts of this attempt as not being history, I would contend 

that including such items provides useful background for those who are less 

familiar with our church or need a guide on its past and current status. I 

suspect this will include a significant number of parishioners who come to 

Mass at St. Joachim’s on a regular basis. I hope this particular history ensures 

these needs are fulfilled. It is also a tribute to those who efforts - against the 

odds - ensured the building of a Catholic church in Hampden Park became 

reality. Those coming to St. Joachim’s now for Mass owe them a great debt and 

can repay it by fully supporting our church and its maintenance. 

Peter Lloyd, September 2018.  



 

  Father John Flanagan, Founder of St. Joachim’s church. 

 

 

  On the day it officially opened in 1960.  



 

  View of the nave at the opening of St. Joachim’s church. 

     

  The original font. 



 

  The original house at 106 Brodrick Road  

    

  Processing into the new church 



 

  Clergy at the opening of the church.  

 



    Together at the opening of the new church. 

 

  Fr. Flanagan and parishioners at Lourdes, 1965 

  



 

  Father Kevin Scott with Simon Lloyd at First Communion. 

 

  An early First Communion. 



 

  Farther Kevin Scott with First Communicants.  

 

  Father William Bradley with parishioners at the Summer Fete. 



 

  St. Joachim’s church float preparing for the Eastbourne Carnival. 

 

  Father Jerry Corcoran with parishioners on the Fatima Pilgrimage.  



 

 Mary Pooley and Mary Martin at the Summer Fayre.  

 

 Father Bill Janes with the Harvey christening party.  



 

  Ella Smitherman & Kate Ashby – two of the Parish Panel originals!  

 

  Colin & Ella Smitherman, Cathy Baldwin and Maureen Farrant at a social.  



 

  Father John Allen with stalwarts Joy Prebble and Mary Martin.   

 

  What a lovely bunch of ladies in Rome.  



 

  Another lovely bunch! 

 

  Father Kieran Gardiner with First Communicants.  



 

  

  The interior repainted and benches replaced by chairs during Kieran’s time

 

  Church front before refurbishment during Fr. Kieran’s ministry. 



 

  Church front after refurbishment. 

 

  Fr. Kieran and parishioners at Lourdes in July 1997.  



 

 Fr. Barry Anderson with Lucinda Farmer at her First Communion.  

 

  Fr. Barry, Alberto, Petra and Deacon Eugene.  



 

  First Communicants with Catechists, Katy, Sue and Gemma.  

 

 St. Joachim has talent show organised by the Drama Club.  



 

  St. Joachim’s Golden Jubilee presentation by Stephen Lloyd. 

 

  Michael and Mum Ella Smitherman at the above celebration.  



 

  Eithne and Peter Lloyd and Yvonne Farmer at the same celebration.  

 

  Bishop Kieran and a smiling Anna Smith. 



 

Rodney Hunt in his St. Joseph role, with Barry. 

 

The much loved Sister Ita photographed with Bishop Kieran. 



 

 

Fr. Neil by the main entrance in September 2018. 

 

Fr. Thomas by the Altar in September 2018. 


